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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 

As quick as can be 2016 is upon us! It is a big year 

for all the companies that have combined to make 

today's Boeing Company which will celebrate 100 

years of operation. The major companies that came 

under the Boeing umbrella have long histories that 

we can all be proud of. Douglas Aircraft formed 95 

years ago, North American Aviation 88 years ago and 

McDonnell Aircraft 76 years ago. We are working to 

acknowledge this 100-year event later this year at our 

October 2016 Luncheon. 

 

Speaking of luncheons, our March 2016 Luncheon 

will feature Al Haggerty. Many of you know Al from 

his time here at Long Beach as the Vice President of 

Engineering. He has had many other interesting 

leadership positions within the corporation and 

consultant duties after his retirement from Boeing. 

Read more about our speaker in Bill Rickard's 

speaker article. Be sure to fill out your luncheon 

reservation card and send it in. 

 

At our October 2015 Luncheon, Jim Freitas, Boeing 

Marketing, gave an overview of the new Customer 

Service Operation Center in Seal Beach. The center 

now handles support for all Boeing and heritage 

Douglas/McDonnell-Douglas commercial aircraft. 

Many expressed an interest to visit the Operations 

Center. We have made contact with Operations 

Center management and a tour is possible. Details are 

being worked out and information on timing and 

sign-up information will be provided in the next 

ROUNDUP. 

 

The last ROUNDUP mailing contained 2016 

Membership renewal information so please act on it 

so we can get our Retiree Association's books in 

order for the new year. I look forward to seeing many 

of you at our March Luncheon! Happy New Year to 

all our Retiree Members. 

Jim Phillips 

 

 

MARCH LUNCHEON SPEAKER 

Our speaker for the March Luncheon is Al Haggerty, 

whom many of us know from his time as Vice 

President of Engineering for Douglas Aircraft. He 

started his MDC career at MD Helicopters as they 

made the move to Mesa, then transferred to Douglas, 

and finally to Boeing with the 1997 merger. He 

retired from Boeing in 2001 as Vice President and 

General Manager of Engineering for Boeing Military 

Aircraft and Missile 

Systems. He is also a 

former Naval Officer 

and Chief Engineer 

of a U.S. Navy 

destroyer.  
   

Anyone who knows 

Al would expect him 

to remain very active 

in retirement, and he 

does not disappoint. 

He has continued to 

consult for Boeing and other major companies like 

Bell Helicopter, Decisive Analytics, SAIC, DOD, the 

Air Force, and others.  He has also been active in 

teaching as the Jerome Hunsaker Visiting Professor 

at MIT, on the Board of Counselors to the School of 

Engineering at USC, and on the Advisory Board of 

the School of Engineering of Embry Riddle, and 

currently President of the Aerospace Engineering 

Board of the U of Missouri.  Since 1997, Haggerty 

has actively participated in building homes for 

Habitat for Humanity. 

 

Al is currently supporting the Pentagon in numerous 

visits to Lockheed Martin and their key suppliers on 

the F-35 “Lightning II” Joint Strike Fighter as a 

member of the DOD Independent Manufacturing 

Review Team. In addition, he has participated in 

Office of Secretary of Defense Review Teams on the 

F-22 “Raptor” Avionics / Weapons Modernization 

Program. 

 

http://www.macdacwestretirees.org/


Aircraft stacked up at Gander on 9/11 

With this resume, Al could address us on dozens of 

topics, but he will focus primarily on most recent 

work he has done on F-35.  As taxpayers and 

citizens, we are generally aware of this program, its 

potential and pitfalls. Al will give us better insight 

into the inner workings of the program and a 

prognosis for its eventual role in our nation’s defense. 

 

Haggerty has a bachelor’s degree in aeronautical 

engineering from Princeton University and a master’s 

degree in management from Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute. He also is a graduate of the Harvard 

Graduate School of Business Program for 

Management Development. Haggerty is the 1998 

recipient of the S.A.E.  Clarence "Kelley" Johnson 

Aerospace Design and Development Award and was 

awarded the Aviation Week and Space Technology 

Year 2000 “Laurels Award” for Outstanding 

Contributions to Aeronautics and Propulsion. In 

2001, Haggerty was recognized as an Honorary 

Senior Technical Fellow of the Boeing Company. 

 

 Bill Rickard 

Even Tragedy Can Spark Something Good… 

Here is an amazing story, submitted by Louise 

Wheeler, from a flight attendant on Delta Flight 15, 

written following 9-11:  

Tuesday morning, Sept.11, 2001 we were about 5 

hours out of Frankfurt, flying over the North Atlantic 

in an MD-11 en-route to Atlanta. Suddenly the 

curtains parted and I was told to go to the cockpit 

immediately to see the captain. With a grave look, he 

handed me a printed message from Delta's Atlanta 

main office that read, "All airways over the 

continental United States are closed to commercial 

air traffic. Land ASAP at the nearest airport. Advise 

your destination."  

No one said a word, but we knew it was a serious 

situation and we needed to find terra firma quickly. 

The captain determined the nearest airport was 400 

miles behind us in tiny Gander, Newfoundland. He 

requested a route change from the Canadian air 

traffic controller that was granted immediately -- no 

questions asked. More messages trickled in about 

some terrorist activity in the New York area followed 

a few minutes later with word about the hijackings. 

We decided to lie and tell the passengers only that we 

had a simple instrument problem and needed to have 

it checked out in Gander, where we landed 40 

minutes later.  

Local time at Gander was 12:30 p.m.! That's 11:00 

a.m. EST. There were already about 20 other 

detoured airplanes on the ground. After we parked, 

the captain explained the little we knew about the 

situation in the U.S. There were loud gasps and stares 

of disbelief. The Canadian Government allowed no 

one off the aircraft, nor anyone on the ground to 

come near the 53 aircraft that had ultimately detoured 

to Gander. Airport police came around periodically to 

look us over and go on to the next airplane.  

 

 

 

Meanwhile, bits of news came over the aircraft radio 

about airplanes flown into the World Trade Center in 

New York and the Pentagon in DC. That evening 

news filtered to us that the World Trade Center 

buildings had collapsed and a fourth hijacking had 

resulted in a crash. People were trying to use cell 

phones, but were either unable to connect due to a 

different cell system in Canada or only able to get to 

the Canadian operator who would tell them the lines 

to the U.S. were blocked or jammed. By now 

passengers were emotionally and physically 

exhausted, not to mention frightened, but everyone 

stayed amazingly calm. We had only to look at the 52 

other stranded aircraft to realize that we weren’t the 

only ones in this fix.  

About 10:30 the next morning a convoy of school 

buses took us to the terminal where we went through 

Immigration and Customs and then had to register 

with the Red Cross. After that we (the crew) were 

separated from the passengers and were taken in vans 

to a small hotel. We had no idea where our 

passengers were going. We learned from the Red 

Cross that Gander has a population of 10,400 people 

and they had about 10,500 passengers to take care of 

from all the airplanes that landed there!  

We were told to just relax at the hotel and we would 

be told when the U.S. airports opened again, but not 

to expect that call for a while. We learned of the total 

scope of the terror back home from the hotel TV, 24 

hours after it all started. With time on our hands we 



Fl 15 anniversary trip back to Gander 
 

 

found the people of Gander extremely friendly. They 

started calling us the "plane people." We enjoyed 

their hospitality and ended up having a pretty good 

time. Two days later, we were taken back to the 

Gander airport. Back on the plane, we were reunited 

with the passengers and learned the incredible story 

of what they had been doing.  

Gander and all the surrounding communities (within 

about a 75 km radius) had closed all high schools, 

meeting halls, lodges, and any other large gathering 

places. They converted all these facilities to mass 

lodging areas for all the stranded travelers. ALL the 

high school students were required to volunteer to 

take care of the "guests." Our 218 passengers ended 

up in the town of Lewisporte, about 45 km from 

Gander, where they were put up in a high school. If 

any women wanted to be in a women-only facility, 

that was arranged. Families were kept together. 

Elderly passengers were taken to private homes.  

A young pregnant lady was put up in a private home 

right across the street from a 24-hour Urgent Care 

facility. There was a dentist on call and both male 

and female nurses remained with the crowd for the 

duration. Phone calls and e-mails to the U.S. and 

around the world were available to everyone once a 

day. Passengers were offered daylight "Excursion" 

trips. Some people went on boat cruises of the lakes 

and harbors. Some went for hikes in the local forests. 

Local bakeries stayed open to make fresh bread for 

the guests. Food was prepared by all the residents and 

brought to the schools. People were driven to 

restaurants of their choice and offered wonderful 

meals. Everyone was given tokens for local 

laundromats to wash their clothes, since luggage was 

still on the aircraft. In other words, every single need 

was met for those stranded travelers. Passengers were 

crying while telling us these stories.  

Finally, when they were told that U.S. airports had 

reopened, they were delivered to the airport right on 

time and without a single passenger missing or late. 

The local Red Cross had the whereabouts of each and 

every passenger and knew which plane they needed 

to be on and when all the planes were leaving. They 

coordinated everything beautifully. It was incredible. 

When passengers came on board everyone knew each 

other by name. They were swapping stories of their 

stay, impressing each other with who had the better 

time. Our flight back to Atlanta was like a chartered 

party flight. The crew just stayed out of their way. It 

was mind-boggling. Passengers had totally bonded 

and were calling each other by their first names, 

exchanging phone numbers, home and email 

addresses. And then a very unusual thing happened.  

One of our passengers approached me and asked if he 

could make an announcement over the PA system. 

We never, ever allow that. But this time was 

different. I said "of course" and handed him the mike. 

He picked up the PA and reminded everyone about 

what they had just gone through in the last few days. 

He reminded them of the hospitality they had 

received at the hands of total strangers. He continued 

by saying that he would like to do something in 

return for the good folks of Lewisporte.  

He said he was going to set up a Trust Fund under the 

name of DELTA 15 (our flight number). The purpose 

of the trust fund is to provide college scholarships for 

the high school students of Lewisporte. He asked for 

donations of any amount from his fellow travelers. 

When the paper with donations got back to us with 

the amounts, names, phone numbers and addresses, 

the total was for more than $14,000! The gentleman, 

an MD from Virginia, promised to match the 

donations and to start the administrative work on the 

scholarship. He also said that he would forward this 

proposal to Delta Corporate and ask them to donate 

as well. By Sept 11, 2011, the trust fund was at more 

than $1.5 million and had assisted 134 students in 

college education and was still going.  

I just wanted 

to share this 

story because 

we need good 

stories right 

now. It gives 

me a little bit 

 of hope to know that some people in a faraway place 

were kind to some strangers who literally dropped in 

on them. It reminds me how much good there is in 

the world. This story confirms that there are still a lot 

of good people in the world and when things get bad, 

they will come forward. This is a story that needs to 

be shared. Please do so.  

Sep. 2015 update: To date, the fund has assisted 200 

students with amounts ranging from $200 to $500 per 

student (It’s an endowed scholarship fund, and only 

the interest is spent rather than the principal).  



SPECIAL EVENTS FOR 2016 

Our 2016 Field Trip to The Huntington Galleries and 

Gardens is targeted for Wednesday, June 15th.  

We will plan to depart the Lakewood Sycamore 

Center by bus at about 9 a.m. and return about 5 p.m.  

The tentative Itinerary will be:  

A. Upon arrival, we’ll take a docent guided tour of 

the Huntington’s San Marino Estate, or if you prefer, 

a tour of the Asian Gardens. (Tour times take 

approximately 1 – 1-1/2 hours).  

B. Break for lunch (purchase or bring your own).  

C. After lunch, a self-guided tour of the many art 

collections in the various galleries is available.  

The cost of the trip will be approximately $30 per 

person (exclusive of lunch). The bus capacity is 55 

persons. I will finalize all the details and be asking 

for reservations in the mid-April issue of The 

Roundup.  

Jerry Callaghan 

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP DESK 

Thank you to the 300+ members who have paid their 

2016 dues. As always, it will be appreciated if you 

pay your dues in a timely manner so we can keep our 

publishing and postage expenses to a minimum. If 

you haven’t paid, please send your $10.00 check in 

the self-addressed envelope to DAC-MDC-Boeing 

Retirees, P.O. Box 5482, Fullerton, CA 92838.  

A few members included brief messages with their 

dues payments and here they are:  

Bill Morgan, former Branch Manager, Flight & 

Laboratory Development, said that on December 19, 

2015, he turned 98 years old.  

Bill Lawton wrote, “Even though it has been 36 years 

since I retired, when I see your name I still remember 

the Callaghan brothers from my years in 

Aerodynamics. Please say hello. I still manage to 

keep active. I took a tour of the canyon country of 

Arizona, Utah, and Nevada this spring. Then in July, 

I went out to the high desert and took my second 

flight in a glider over the mountains.”  

 

I. D. “Peggy” Hinrichs says “she is now 90 years old 

and went zip lining on her birthday. Had the time of 

my life on a cruise in the Gulf of Mexico. Went 

Kayaking in Jamaica.”  

I’d like to share with you an interesting and fun 

experience my husband, Joe, and I recently enjoyed. 

We learned that the Fullerton Airport reopened their 

restaurant which had been closed for a couple of 

years. The new restaurant appropriately called Wings 

is under new management so we decided to give it a 

try. To our pleasant surprise, the restaurant owners, a 

husband and wife team, both had strong aviation 

history in their backgrounds. The Father of owner, 

Brian White, was an Air Force pilot in Viet Nam; the 

restaurant features his original flight suit and a 

portrait next to the Viet Nam era airplane that he 

flew. The Mother of the owner, Sherri White, was a 

CAD operator by the name of Jeanette Davis during 

the DC-10 development and the café features a 

portrait of her at a CAD terminal adjacent to a 

beautiful DC-10 model in the American Airlines 

livery. Upon learning of our personal DAC 

employment history, they were excited to talk with 

us. The entire restaurant is just full of airplane 

memorabilia including such things as a B-17 bomb 

sight, a F-86 nose cone, and a Rolls Royce RB-211 

inlet guide vanes. The list goes on, but it serves as a 

very exciting and nostalgic location on the Fullerton 

Airport apron to enjoy some delicious breakfast or 

lunch as you watch airplanes take off and land.  

Barbara Callaghan  

 

New Members 

Dick Capiola, C1, Flight Test                               

Ralph Luczak, C1, Flight Operations                     

Don Jenkins, C1, C17 Flight Test Engr Mgr          

Bob Lee, C1, Commercial Spares                      

Valerie Lee, C1, C-17 MRP                                   

Anca Vatasescu, C1, BCA, Propulsion & Fuel 

 



Boeing turns 100 in 2016 and to celebrate their first 

century in business, the company is seeking stories 

from its current and retired employees about their 

experiences as a Boeing team member. Visit the 

anniversary Web page at 

http://www.boeing.com/boeing100/index.page to add 

your personal account to those of other contributors. 

 

 

 

 

 

The resulting personal histories will add a special 

dimension to what is certain to be a most remarkable 

year. Keep checking the page to find out the latest 

news about anniversary activities in your location. 

There is sure to be a Boeing-sponsored event you can 

enjoy during 2016 in addition to our Retirees 

Association luncheons and field trip.  

http://www.boeing.com/boeing100/index.page


 

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 

Where are They Now? 

 

I started my employment at McDonnell Douglas 

(MDC) in Long Beach, California in October 1968 as 

a steno secretary and was given some incredible 

opportunities, becoming a salaried employee and then 

promoted to management positions. For the first half 

of my employment I was in Systems & Procedures, 

Manufacturing Division. In 1989 when the Company 

went through a major reorganization, I was given the 

chance to be a Senior Manager in Human Resources. 

For the last six years, I was responsible for 

maintaining the Management Development Program, 

which received Best Practices recognition. I loved 

what I was doing, but when we merged with Boeing, 

the program was  replaced with one of their own. 

 

I retired, after 30 years’ employment, and became 

active in volunteer work at Saddleback Church, in 

Lake Forest. I was on two Boards of Directors (Los 

Angeles Swing Dance Club and California Swing 

Dance Hall of Fame) for nine years. My life was 

filled with family and friends until 2009 when my 

husband passed unexpectedly and I went in to deep 

depression. After several years, my health started 

deteriorating and I was falling (eventually breaking 

the patella in my knee cap), hallucinating and making 

comments which made no sense. 

 

My oldest son, after having flown out from his home 

in Michigan several times because of my medical 

issues, finally packed my car with as many of my 

possessions as the car would hold, and drove me to 

his home in Michigan. Keeping in mind he and his 

wife were empty nesters and putting their lives on 

hold for me, it was not easy. But, my son and a 

doctor here in Michigan, changed my medications 

and most of my medical problems disappeared. I am 

so grateful that my son cared enough to relocate me, 

even though it was a real cultural shock. 

 

After a few months, I bought a home and had all my 

possessions moved from my condo in Laguna 

Woods, I have since sold the condo and settled into 

my new environment. I now volunteer three times a 

week at our local hospital, attend meetings at the 

local church two evenings a week and go dancing 

(my passion) every Saturday night at a singles dance. 

I have made some incredible friends here and 

thoroughly enjoy my life. I live close to several of my 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren and am able to 

travel to visit my two other sons and their families. 

Judith Powell Cooper 

 

Editor's note; If you would like to contact Judith, 

please contact me and I will see if her address can be 

made available. 

 

Email from Don Muckey-Marketing Club 

 

Nine of us toured the Orbis Flying Eye Hospital on 

Dec 8, 2015 at Victorville, CA.  Jack McHale 

(former DAC and FedEx employee) was our host. 

 
 
First Jack gave us a brief history of the Orbis 

organization. Then we toured the first DC-10 

hospital.  It will be retired to an Air Museum near 

Tucson after the newer DC-10 goes into service. 
 

Next we toured the newer DC-10 being readied to go 

into service. The new hospital will be loaded onto the 

plane on nine pallets rather than built into the 

airplane like the old one was!  There will also be a 

classroom for 20 or 30 people because this is a 

training hospital in addition to being an  
actual eye examining and surgical hospital.  
Orbis flies all over the world performing eye 

surgeries as well as training the local eye doctors on 

new techniques and methods of performing 

various operations. 

 

Fred Esch assisted Jack in putting the tour together 

and we all appreciated a job well done.  Jack is his 

same enthusiastic self and a devoted lead in the Orbis 

program. 



 

 

DC-8-62 DONATED TO NATIONAL AIRLINE HISTORY MUSEUM 

 

Editors Note; I received the following article from the National Air Museum and felt it appropriate for our 

newsletter. 

 

“I hope you don’t mind me reaching out to you.  I am with the National Airline History Museum in Kansas 

City, MO.  Recently, ATI has donated a DC-8-62 to our museum and we are now trying to find support for the 

aircraft. I was hoping you might be able to help me reach out to former employees and DC-8 lovers to help 

preserve the aircraft. We are currently on a fundraising mission and need help to spread the word. You can 

check us out at:  www.facebook.com/N41CX  www.facebook.com/airlinehistory 

 

Our fundraising page is; 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ebtlr3ese844f39a&llr=ht8j58nab 

 

I would also like to invite all former Douglas employees to the arrival celebration. It would be great to have you 

a part of this effort. I would also like to offer Douglas employee groups the use of the museum and the aircraft 

for your annual meetings.   

 

I am truly grateful for any help you can offer.”   

 

Best Regards,  

John Roper 

VP Operations 

National Airline History Museum 

201 NW Lou Holland Dr 

Kansas City, MO  64116 

772.971.0635  jroper@airlinehistory.org www.airlinehistory.org 

 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/N41CX
http://www.facebook.com/airlinehistory
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ebtlr3ese844f39a&llr=ht8j58nab
mailto:jroper@airlinehistory.org
http://www.airlinehistory.org/


IN MEMORIAM 2015 

The following is a list of members who passed in 2015. It has been compiled from unofficial sources. It is 

probably not complete and it may contain errors. We apologize if anyone is left out or included by mistake.  

Daniel F. Borgmeyer  

Donald H. Brodersen*  

Ethel Buwalda  

Malcolm W. (Bud) Cobb  

John “Jack” E. Crosthwait*  

Robert R Daetwyler* (7-24-14)  

Gene DePrete  

Billy Dewees  

Howard Dixon*  

Jack L. Donaghue*  

Barbara Drake*  

Walt Drakton  

Joseph P. Dymkowski*  

Jerry Finkelstein  

Richard N. Gardner  

Louis F. Harrington*  

Jim Hawkins  

Jane Heard  

Al Heinecke  

Bob Hubbart  

Judy Johnson  

Maylien Kyle*  

Frank Lago*  

Joseph A. LaManna* (11-23-14)  

John P. Lane*  

Charles Ledgerwood  

Bill Leon  

Joan Lipinski  

Evelyn Loker  

Vince Melendrez  

Donald L. Mullin*  

Harold L. Nedrow*  

Dick Newman  

John Poploskie  

James C. Pinheiro  

John Rapillo*  

Fran Smith*  

Frank Smith, Jr.*  

Paul Smith*  

Mike Sullivan  

John H. Swenson* (6-25-14)  

Glennis P. Timoney  

Burton VanEpps*  

Charles Vismeg (11-26-14)  

Ivan Workman* (12-13-14)  

Michael Woyetz*  

 

*Member of DAC-MDC-Boeing Retirees 

Association 


